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D. Political Inequality   

6.a. The structure of American political power has been 
the same over the past 70 years, in the post-WWII 
world. 
 

  Two broad political theories define this structure:  
  Pluralism: rule by many – Democracy 
   Representative government through three branches is   

 true to the will of the people (the “plurality”) 
  Power elite: rule by few – Oligarchy / Plutocracy  (Domhoff) 
   Non-representative government through three circles  

 of the “power elite” influence democratic processes   
 to maintain their power and wealth  

 

   i. The Social Upper Class 
   ii. The Corporate Community 
   iii. The Policy-Planning Networks 
  
  This structure of a power elite was originally called the  

  “military-industrial complex” and President Dwight D. 
 Eisenhower warned against it in 1961.  

 
Domhoff – Video: “The Triumph of the Corporate Rich” 

 

http://www2.ucsc.edu/whorulesamerica/theory/alternative_theories.html
http://www2.ucsc.edu/whorulesamerica/power/class_domination.html
http://www.npr.org/2011/01/17/132942244/ikes-warning-of-military-expansion-50-years-later
http://www.npr.org/2011/01/17/132942244/ikes-warning-of-military-expansion-50-years-later
http://www.npr.org/2011/01/17/132942244/ikes-warning-of-military-expansion-50-years-later
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article38260.htm
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article38260.htm
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article38260.htm
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article38260.htm
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article38260.htm
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article38260.htm
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article38260.htm
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article38260.htm
http://www.informationclearinghouse.info/article38260.htm
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D. Political Inequality   

6.b.  How does the Power-Elite rule?  (Domhoff) 

  The connections:  
  
 i. What is power?  

   3 indicators of power:   
   - Who benefits?  
   - Who governs?  
   - Who wins? 
   

  ii. Interlocking directorates and   
  relationships between the three  
  branches of the power elite 
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D. Political Inequality   

6.c.  How is the Trump administration  
 challenging the Power-Elite today?  

  Trump has famously said that he is going to “drain 
the swamp” (Washington, D.C.) of lobbyists and special 
interests, which would presumably mean challenging the 
roles of the policy-planning network, the corporate 
community and the social upper class and returning to a 
more pluralistic society, with rule by the people. Yet look 
at who Trump is putting in his cabinet:  

  Sect’y of State: Rex Tillerson – former head of Exxon/Mobil 

  Head of EPA: Scott Pruitt – oil and gas company links 

  Sect’y of Education: Betsy Devos -  billionaire with no  
 education experience 

    etc… 
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6.d.  What IS Trump’s agenda then?  
  How does he want to rule America?  

  i. Appeals to intense traditionalism 
   Example: “Make America Great Again” 

ii. Appeals to intense nationalism 
 Example: “It will be only America first, America first” 

iii. Appeals to intense populism 
 Example: “We are going to Drain the Swamp” 

iv. Appeals to intense ideology 
 Example: “Extreme vetting of foreigners” 

6.e. Eco: Fourteen aspects of fascism 
 Characteristics of “Eternal Fascism”: 
1. “The first feature of Ur-Fascism is the cult of tradition” 
2. “Traditionalism implies the rejection of modernism” (or rejection of science) 
3. “Irrationalism also depends on the cult of action for action’s sake” – don’t think; act!  
4. “For Ur-Fascism, disagreement is treason.” 
5. “Appeal against the intruders.” 
6. “Appeal to a frustrated middle class” 
7. “At the root of Ur-Fascist psychology there is the obsession with a plot” 
8. “A sense of humiliation by the 'ostentatious wealth and force of their enemies.'   
9. Eternal struggle – “life is permanent warfare.” 
10. “Belief in the superiority of one people over another.” 
11. “Everybody is educated to become a hero.”  
12. “Both disdain for women and intolerance of homosexuality.” 
13. “The harnessing of ‘selective populism’ ” and disdain for “rotten parliamentary governments”  
14. An “impoverished vocabulary, and an elementary syntax, in order to limit the instruments    
       for complex and critical reasoning.”    
 

How does Trump’s agenda synchronize with Eco’s description of fascism? 
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https://www.bloomberg.com/view/articles/2016-12-13/trump-s-cabinet-gives-new-meaning-to-power-elite
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/larison/how-trump-chose-tillerson/
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/larison/how-trump-chose-tillerson/
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/larison/how-trump-chose-tillerson/
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/larison/how-trump-chose-tillerson/
https://theintercept.com/2017/02/22/emails-reveal-epa-chief-scott-pruitts-dirty-dealings-with-oil-and-gas-industry/
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/09/us/politics/betsy-devos-education-secretary.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/09/us/politics/betsy-devos-education-secretary.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/09/us/politics/betsy-devos-education-secretary.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/09/us/politics/betsy-devos-education-secretary.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCzbaD-Sk8A
https://youtu.be/iJHNaG1HbbI?t=94
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EgDsmHLKOZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nx0-jqm_8CY

